CIVIL AND HUMAN RIGHTS UNDER SEIGE IN VIRGINIA:  
WHO WILL DEFEND IMMIGRANTS?
February 16, 2008

Charlottesville/Albemarle Democratic Party Breakfast
674 Hillsdale Drive, Charlottesville

 
OBJECTIVES 

· Raise awareness among Cville and Albemarle Dems of the moral principals, hard-fought civil rights, and Democratic values that are under attack in the current battle being waged against immigrants in Virginia.  

· Share stories from prominent Hispanic Dems and others about the struggles immigrants are facing and the political dimensions evolving in the Commonwealth. 

· Empower Dems with information, arguments, and options that motivate them to effectively get involved in standing up and firm on this issue. 

AGENDA
 
9:30 am 
Welcome to Monthly Democrat Breakfast  
9:40 am
Peter Loach:   Welcome and Introduction to today’s immigration topic.

9:55 am   
Tim Freilich:  Immigrant workers and their struggles in the shadows.
10:10 am
Questions and Answers

10:15 am
Sindy Benavides:   Her story, and state-level proposals against immigrant families.
10:35 am
Questions and Answers

10:45 am
Walter Tejada:  His story, challenges facing immigrants at the local level, and what we all need to know and do now.

11:05 am
Questions and Open Discussion

11:20 am  
Adjournment
 

PARTICIPANTS

Walter Tejada, Arlington Democrat and the highest ranking elected Hispanic in Virginia, was elected to the Arlington County Board on March 11, 2003, in a Special Election, making him the first Latino ever elected in Arlington County.  In 2003 and 2007, he was re-elected, and is currently serving as Chairman of the Board. 

While on the County Board, Walter has focused on involving more diverse stakeholders in Arlington’s civic dialogue. He has worked with community groups to address perennial issues such as affordable housing, community and economic development, education and employment, fiscal accountability, parks and recreation, and many others.  In 2003, he was appointed by Virginia Governor Mark Warner to serve as the first Chairman of the Virginia Latino Advisory Commission. 
For his many years of service, Walter received the “Spirit of Community Award” from the Arlington Community Foundation, and was named “Outstanding Young Arlingtonian of the Year” by the Arlington Jaycees. Among other awards, in 2003 he was honored by the Youth Project with the “Community Leader Award”, and DC United has honored him with their “Community Hero Award.” 
Born in El Salvador, Walter moved to the United States at the age of 13. He studied Government and Communications at George Mason University and has worked as an investigator, a business consultant and as an aide to Congressman Jim Moran. He has lived in the Dominion Hills neighborhood of Arlington for 15 years with his wife Robin, an Arlington Public Schools educator and recipient of the prestigious Teacher of the Year Award in 2003. 

Sindy M. Benavides first began serving as Deputy Director of Constituent Services and Latino Liaison under the Kaine Administration.  Appointed by Governor Kaine, Ms. Benavides worked with the Director of Constituent Services to ensure that the needs of constituents throughout the Commonwealth were met in an efficient manner.  Currently, she works as Director of Gubernatorial Appointments in the Secretary of the Commonwealth.  In her role as Latino Liaison to the Governor, Ms. Benavides works closely with Latino leaders, organizations serving the Latino community, and the Latino community throughout the Commonwealth of Virginia.

Prior to joining the Kaine Administration, Sindy was Special Assistant in the Office of Constituent Services for Governor-elect Tim Kaine.  In this capacity she served to ensure that all correspondence from constituents were answered or sent to the appropriate agency.  Prior to working as Special Assistant, Ms. Benavides worked as the Latino Outreach Director for the Coordinated Campaign.  She also worked for the Shirlington Employment and Education Center, performing outreach to local, state, and national organizations.  

Born in San Pedro Sula, Honduras, Ms. Benavides is the daughter of immigrants and extremely proud of her immigrant heritage.  She received her Bachelor of Arts from Virginia State University in Petersburg, Virginia, where she graduated Valedictorian of her class and studied Political Science with a minor in Spanish.  She later received her MA degree in International Affairs from the School of International Service at American University, Washington, DC.  
Tim Freilich grew up in Blacksburg before alienating his Hokie friends by moving to Charlottesville for school.  Although he started out as a pre-med student at UVA he somehow ended up with majors in Spanish and Psychology, and yet graduated completely unable to speak Spanish. Undeterred, he set off in search of Spanish language skills, and found them while working as a park ranger in Costa Rica.  A brief stint working on a travel guide to El Salvador disabused him of the notion that writing travel guides was just the coolest job ever.  Still completely directionless, he moved to Portland, Oregon where he worked as a bilingual trial assistant for a criminal defense attorney representing indigent Spanish-speakers who had allegedly made some bad choices.   He returned to pick up a law degree from the University of Virginia, where he received the Robert F. Kennedy Award for Public Service at graduation in 1999.  Fresh out of law school, Tim began representing migrant farmworkers with Mary Bauer at the Legal Aid Justice Center in Charlottesville.  In September 2001, he opened LAJC’s Northern Virginia office to work with the region’s day laborers and other low-wage immigrant workers.  He returned to Charlottesville in September of 2005, where he works as the Legal Director of the Immigrant Advocacy Program at Legal Aid.  In the summer he's that guy who makes balloon animals at the City Market.
Peter Loach was born and raised in Charlottesville and graduated from Charlottesville High School in 1983.  “At that time, there were very few Latinos in the area, and I never remember having a Latino classmate.  In college I began taking courses on Latin American politics, and I have a Master of Arts in Latin American Studies from the University of Florida.  For more than 15 years, I have studied and worked in Latin America, including nearly 7 years living there, most recently in El Salvador.  My work in Latin America has focused on community development, housing, and environmental management.  When I moved back to Charlottesville in 2004, I was surprised by the large number of Latinos now living and working in the area.  I realized quickly that most service-oriented agencies were grappling with how to communicate with, and do outreach to, this growing population.  That's when we decided to organize Creciendo Juntos - Growing Together (CJ) to help Latinos and non-Latinos make connections.”  Peter is the current Chairman of CJ (www.cj-network.org).  He is also Deputy Director of Operations for Piedmont Housing Alliance.  In September 2006, he was appointed by Governor Tim Kaine to the Virginia Latino Advisory Board.

